an open border to a closed border occurred as a result of structural forces and human agency. It is important to note that this is not a structural history of a border affecting passive persons, but a historical analysis of structural forces and human agency as intertwined processes. These texts include Spanish language newspapers, books, political speeches, letters, music lyrics, names of mutualistas (community-based mutual aid societies), and the English language version of these labels in contemporary scholarly works from 1900 to 1930. The use of these labels by various authors dispersed over space and time indicate their discursive power as identifi ers. In essence, I accept that these labels truly refl ected the ethnic Mexican community's internal sense of group identities.
Theory and Concepts
An international border between two nation-states is a material and discursive phenomenon with a transnational history. Particular activities occur at border locations that do not happen at the center of a nation-state, such as cross-border commerce and immigration. Nationalism and citizenship as discourses also harden in border locations. An international border is a loca-
